About the Author
After retiring in 2009, one inspiring writing workshop
launched Joanne Jagoda of Oakland, California on an
unexpected writing trajectory. Her short stories, poetry
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home sheltering-in-place. Joanne continues taking Bay Area writing workshops now on Zoom, enjoys walking in the redwoods near her home and
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Praise
Joanne Jagoda’s poetry gives us the opportunity to reflect on our own lives by opening the doors to hers. Soul-crushing and
breath-halting, but uplifting and life-affirming, I loved this collection in all its immersive humanity.
Matt Potter
Author and Publisher of Pure Slush and Truth Serum Press
Joanne’s poems reveal the treasures of living: the beauty and the grit, the joys and the sorrows, the dreams and the
regrets. The poignant recollections of the past are skillfully interspersed with the harsh realities of the present, and the
buoyant anticipation of the years to come.
Jennifer King
Downtown Oakland Senior Center Director and Poet
Joanne’s poems paint pictures steeped in family, history, faith, and her unending fascination with the world. In lyrical
language she reminds us that love is possible, hope is necessary, and that beauty rises up to meet us in the most unexpected
places.
Teresa Burns Gunther
Author and Founder of Lakeshore Writers Workshop
As Joanne Jagoda takes us on a journey through many different stages of her life, we become addicted to her highly readable
poetry. Her deep insights make us feel like she is sitting right next to us, telling us stories of beauty and fearlessness, sadness
and courage and, always, with unflinching honesty.
Linda Schreyer
Author and Writing Teacher

